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Reninisoensen of Some Inoldents in +the Caveer of an

United States Dragoon Beiween the Years 1839 and 1844

Enlisted on tha 1lth of Decaaber 1839, remzined 10 days at, S

, ' -
Governoxrs Island, Vew Yoxk Harboury then smnt to Jaxlisle,
- N \ . ,

Pen,gBarraokgg a drilling Dspot; or school of practlce as
| it s aaiied, fhe daily cournse of 41ill being thupy,Reveillo
at day 539&2, Stable Call 15 winutes after, which ocouplied
1 hour, Breskfasit, Gusxd movating ab 9, drilling commenced
immadiately after, Carbine drill on foot until 11, Sabre
ozercise from 12 111 1, Dimner, at 2 Saddles ﬁp for
Bounted drill, vhich lasied until % an hour hefore sunset,
Hiable call 1 hour, Supper, ithe evening beling spent.in
claaning aacouﬁfemants$ anusenaent eta, Tatitoo at G, signal
o put out lizghits called Taps 15 minuten aftér, Be it
:remembered this was wintorilnme, Hhe Guard duty was light
only once in about 2 weeks, move. or Inoiruciion %ﬁgn 158,
This Post was thon under the Command of Captain B,V.Swmer,
who befors his doath in 18563 wan promoted to the rank of a
Major General,lOn tha lust of Ray 18640, B%arted 4o join the

vegiment ot ite Head Quarters at Port Lesvenworeth on tha
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Missouri River, arriving theve on the 28th May tho route
being rall road to Harrishurg, by Canal o Pltisburg, then
Steam boat down the Ohio river, up the lissisalppi, then
‘wp the Missourl, The Regiment containing 10 ccmpanies,the
complenent of ecach when full being 1 Ca@tain, 2 Lioutenants,
4 Sergants, 4 Corporals, 60 privates, 2 huglers, 1 Larxier,
rahk and file 71, Commispioned Offlcers 3. The régiment at
thie tim? was very much reduced requiring reinforcemnent of
reoruits, I was attachod o Company H the Captain of vkich
being Nathan Boone,{the younges® son of the celebrated
DanielfBoons ons of the first setitlers of Kentucky after~
rards of Missouri) in this T was fortinate, as a bebler or
moreexperienced officer Qid ot exist; vhe having orossed
4he Hississippl Tiver with his father, he then 15 yeavs old
had not been East of 1t since, he was theﬁ about 60,spending
" his 1ife in exploring the country, and surveying, in
intercourse with the various Indian fribes, he knew them all,
oonld speak the dialect of each, had passed nearly the whole-
of his life in the open alr, so0 as to gilve pome plansibility
.to theopinion 50 commonly ezpfesﬁsd, thot he knew overy inch

of the land from the Mississippl river, to the Rocky Hountains
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and yeb with all thils exparienca; he was the most kind,
affabla, and strictly honest Maﬁ, simple in his habits
and-manners, not refined éééept ;n that poliﬁeneés which
géod ﬁature insPiras; The Company was composed of many
 young ren of adﬁive hablts, some of theﬁ of good literary
: abilities and others of skillfull Mechanical attainments
"egch having his own reasons for enllsting which theixr
Comrades never enquired into indeed it seemed & poin? of
délicacy to let cach one keep hls ressons to himself.

Then commenced that career of Adventmrs of excliting,
fatiguing activity, but as a general thing pleasant;v
aiverﬁigg my mina erE my previcus Yroubles, The free alr
and exorclse furnishing o remady to a troubled m ind a8 well
as shimulating. The Colonel of the regiment S W Xeamey was
the best exemplication of a republican Soldier possible,
.rigoufously gtriot almost %o severiiy, when on duty, but
affafle, Just and kind, when off duty, nmy 6pinion may be |
blased by the favours received from him, but as that opinion
ig conflrmed by that formed of him by all who had‘any
intercourse with him it mgst be taken for granted, Ouw
Operationg being for the most part in frecuent expeditions

to compell the various tribes who were in hoatility} %o
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abstain Ffrom actual Warfare, to punxsh those who outraged
any persons sent there fox their benefit or instruction,
Generally we were a kind of forcible pacificators more than
anything else, but vhen ezcesges were committed by-ﬁhem, by
‘& prompt and efficient interfevence fo subdue them to orderlJ
Conduct, e trouble thus given to us was frequently excepsive
olimbing mouniaings, éwimming or fording rivers, traversing
prairies, often under & burning Sun, et other times with Snow
on;the ground knoe deep lo the horses and conseQuently 80 as
to obliterate all the drails or tracts, if any had ever boen
made, then 1% waé that Capiain Boone' s talents were brought
linﬁo aotion, he could £ind his way whére few others could, it
soemed intuitive in him, but it was not, it was the result of
the close application o his obsorvation of symptons and the

aconwmilated knowledge obitalned by day by day cxperience, The

Paculty of knowing which way his face was turned, and the mental powar

powexr to continue in the airection required, as he had a habld
of appearing abstracted, even when riding, May of the least
intelligen% thought hé was asleep and dveamed his way, this‘
of course was nonsnese, ho was only thinking ox femambering.
As he was vexy willing o instruct us in all that he knew,

e became apt pupils and soon digcovexed what was his




i
principal gnides, first and greatest the Sun, but there are
times when there is no'sunshine,.then in passing through
woods, The superior foliaze ox mosses on the Souwth slde of
‘large trees was a guide, On the open pralrie natuxre has
provided a guide which without this instruction we would
never have known called Pilot Grass 1t is a kind of Weed
_growing on the prairies, the edges of its leaves always
presented to North and South, the £lat of the leaves to the
Bast and Vest, 1t is not very abundant but can be foﬁhd in
some places several times in & day. For oxossing rivers and
“streams our Waggons of whioch esch Company had one drawn by
6 mgles for the puipose of carcying rations,camp equipage,
eto, were so construoted thaﬁ_the body was made Water tight,
.80 %bat.it couid ha takenroff; %ha‘runﬁingrgear .and‘ﬁsé& éa
8 béaﬁ, the running gear then placed on it end Eloated across
the contents uginjured, the men oither swimming their horses-
they 3iding on them as they marched,or unsaddling placing the
Baddles,bridles,etc, on the boab waggon, then naking the
horses swim unencumbered, the men crossing on the boat waggon
gomatimes we would impréviss a bridges 1L the stream was
narrovw ond the banks high, by felling two large treea that

would meach norvoss, 1f they were convenient then £111l wp with
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paplings to form a platform like a covduroy rdad, this _
nade a very good %emporary bridge muswering our pUrpoOse,
Then leave it until the next freshed would probably Wash
% away fox ?héSe streams rise and fall very ruch and
very rapidly. Our duty consisted of fﬁequent Journeysy
 gome short, some long, varying from 2 to 93 days which
was the longent T was engaged in, but in some of then X
have been for 16 hours in the saddle wilthout diemounting,
and on one occasion 3 days without Pood, The extent of
territory which this small force was expecited fo traverse
and preserve order in was sbout 12 degrees of Latituge,
and as many of Longitude,or rather the Latliuds wos
infinite, it was from the boundary of Texzasg, Red Rivern,
on the mouth to the British possessions on the North,'the
Longltude being from the Missourl river on the Fast to
tho boundary of New Hexico which was the little Arkansas
on the Wes$%. This being between the yeacs 1839 and 1844,
consequently before the United States acquired possession
of all acrvoss the continent,

Soms of the Incidents
Land Privateering

The Texan governnent being at War (as they called i%, in
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fact, fillibustering to obdbain the country)stafted in Hovel
Hanoeuveors in Warfare, of iissuing letters of Marque fox
Land privateering, preying upon Hexloan commerce, there
being at that time an immense %traffice carried on between
the United States and Santa Pee in New Mexlco, This traffic

was carried on by trading parties of both countries who

would combine for protection, and in company cross overland,

sométhing after the manner of an Asiatio ocaravan, the
principal points of departure belng Independence Missouri,
in the United States, and Santa Fes, in Hew New Heiioo,

and thus called the Santa Feeo trade; These caraﬁans callsed
traing, was the prinoipal object of these Hauraders, who
undexlthe comaand of a General Warfield and a Colonel
Sni&ely? would éttack theﬁ, aﬁd not &iéeriminatiﬂgjvery
nlcely betwosn the prcpefty of Yexicans, or Americans,
‘woulé plunder both, to put en end to this, a sirong foroe
of Dragoons werse ordersd to accompany the next train, as
far as the boundary of ey Mexico, then %o be-relieved by
a Mexican foxce %o escort them %o thelr dbsitination,
pocordingly 5 companies were ordered on this duty. Company
H being at ﬁhé% tine south ofrthe Santn Poee tralls, was

ordered to join them at Hundred and Ten, one of the unsual

LTI
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camping places on the trail so called fron its being 110
miles from Independence. This celebrated trail of whlch
we had heard, and longed so m;oh to sBeey we found o he
be no made voad at all, but au immensoe Mire, In sone
places more than a Mile wide, where the original pralrie
ground had been 80 worn by the trains passing, that others
fallo#ing were obliged to takq o wider range on o new
grounds. This was the cause of the great widh,however
5 ﬁhe crossings of rivers they were obliged o converge
po as to cross, there the banks, for wmors than a mile
wore worse s8till, Then was a sceno of confusiony worse
confounded, seldom surpassed, the correct line of waggons
noy being preserved, some would break off,out of the line
80 a8 o crosus before‘others, then the impreca;ions and
the fights, oxcosded anything in my axpsrienoe. The drivers
"of these teams wexe tﬁe refuse of all ngtions, Hexicans of
the lowest classes, half hreeds Indlans, renegades, Walte
Men, from thé States who dare not be ssen there again, all
of the dégrgded partion of humanity, nothing betier conld
be oxpected, Anmld suchscenes the routbe wes purmued, the

Judicrous part of it , relieving much of the ¥iresome

monotohy of prairle travels, but we little thought ox knew
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ofr -bile dangers we were sux.'rounded by. One yeés.i* after when
on o pacific Journey into e:z:...s, we met with several
porsons vho were in ﬁhis Paxan band of despe:cados, wno
informed nus, that all through the journoy ve were watbched
on both sides of us. Warfields on one and Snlvely on the
other, and tha-t in the least division of our Lorce, Ve
would have hoen abtlacked, but with what success to them
ig very unceriain, as we had 2 Jounbain Howltzers, which
I fsupposecl were the first that were ever brought into
that part of the éouh%ry, and they, the Texans, dld no%
h'a.ve any Artillery, 50 that the d.reacl to them of the
HOT;?J.'EZ“I'S, omd we keeping close, saved us from this

t:ccu’ole, at Length we arrived al the Little Arkonse 35, and

delivered our charge over 10 the Hexiocan in safeby or with

only the usual casualties of broken ox Gamaged waggon
wheels, axletrees, harness,olc. and worndown Mules, butl

this was 10 be expéc-bed,

The Buffalo range
Leaving the Santa Feo traders to pursue their course ond
Captain Boone having obtained from the war depariment

pernigsion to take his company and endeavour 1o ascertain

W}&s’*hxl.y}f»
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and to necurately lay down the cxact Latitude and Longltude
of a cexrtain Salt Rock which had hitherto only besen known
to Indians who had informed. Captein Boone of ifs existeﬁce,
but no White man had ever meen ity which made its exigtence
doubtfull, to solve this doubi the our Joalty and eagermens
of Captain Boone was exolted, Mhig brought us to the Bu¥falo
range, although we had seen many seattered ones still we had
noy to oross where herds of them pastured, Atd our rations
‘ve:ee_ néarly exhangted, we should have o subsist principally
by what we could obtain by hunting Buffalo furnishing us
_m th a good suppl,,r, as well as much excitemsni, and awusemend
in huni u‘Lng them. The supoly was abundint for aboub 3 weeks
we were in thelr range, Hany incidents of a luda.crou.: and
amusing character occurad, one of which was the tossing of
a Haxt, | |

Han '].‘O%SQ(]. 'b,,r a Buffale
One evening camped carly (thab is about sunsed) we; soon heard
a hoavy rumbling sound, resenbling something like underground
thunder, the cause soon appoared, 2n Spmense herd, of Buffalo
were passing so near that the la;n}cs of *the herds would strike

our conp end ag in such cases they never furn out of thelrw
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courge fTox an&thing legsg than a Hounﬁain; rivers they would
swim; the congequencs was inevitable, the tents were levelled
1o the'ground, the gorses were frightened so as to break their
vlariats, and stanpedad, The men ran each for his carbine
anxious of a chance of shooting 4 Buffalo (for-only a few of
the horses could bs got near to oney and the men that rode

the timid horses, wevre pleosed with the oprortunity of s Shot

Afoot)s This cansed so much cross firving, that 1t was wonderful

that they, the wen, did not kill each other, but fortunalely
none were killed. The result swmed up 40 dead Buffalo, and
one Hanrbrﬁisad, bj being tossed { the lle that he told
afterwaids gave the others much amusenent) But this ves
wanton destruction, 24 we did not cequire or could not use,
1/100th part of tho meat, the vest was left %o the prairie
Wolves or other wild amimals, For thig beilng in Augusﬁ thg
hides are useless, as in gummer the hideé ars bare of hair,
except the head, shoulders and mane, if otherways we would.
not have been allowsd tc remain long enough to skin them.
Put the joke was in the lie the vosses man atbonpted to

" imposo upon the oredulity of ‘the others, It was that in the -

ascent and descent with his carbine in his hand, that he




wi2e
renembered that his carbins was capped and cocked, and that
when he fell and struck the ground that the concussion would
Gause the cock to fall, and so explode, that he had sufflolent
presence of mind to fake off the cap,let down the cock3 this
' in his journey up and down, T suppose the txuth o be that

it wvas not cocked abt all,

Beanty of the Pralrie
Faw scenés in ¥atuz e, and none in Art, can exceed the gorgsons
gplendour of some of the pralriles, covered with flowers so
bright and so innunerable in %arie%y that T suppose one half
of them have never been classified or named by botonilsts, and
all of the Yoods in the Angumn or £ally espscially at the south
' west, the leaves of thp trees biilliantly magniflcent, every
colour every tint of colour, Scarlet, crimson, yellow, desp
%mm,h@mewgcosmumeﬂkaMm.%eRmhmsmmt
oxtent, in places with no high land or wood visible for days
Journey together,-in other places, Hountalns appearing like a
‘blue mist from the renote dlstanos a1l the pleasing to the
sizbt. And then laﬁer in the yeaxr the prodigal nTOfouOﬁ of
fruit in the woods of ‘the xiver hoytoms, that ls the low 1and5
Bklrting the courses of erers, in plaves nayrrovw, in others

wide to the Pgtent of o nmile or two, There the Grapesp?avnavan
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Porsimonsg, The nuts of all kinds Pecans, hazelé and all others
growing in the temporate zone, supplied gratification to the
taste, in wxiding a person need only to extend his hand and
reach a plenteous bunch of grapes or & iargelusoious Pavpasr
8o sweed and S0 rofreshing and this without %hé trouble of
dismounting. |
In some places the eye is surprised, and the mind astonished
ot an oﬁject at a great distance, having all the appearance,‘
of aa old time Feudal Barvonial Castle. The imagination may
easily conoeife it ot be one, were it not fox the ?otal.
impossibility that such a structure could be there, On near~
ing,1t, its appearance changes, and on aryiving close, it is
discovered to be an immense Basaliic Rocley standing solitaxy -
and alonse, in the midst of the prairlie, The irregularities
OfAiﬁs broken top giving the appearanco of turrets, towers,
chimneys, eto,
The extreme Treshness of the air of the praiwries is go
invigorating o the human frame, as rising at thesarly dawn
of norning, aftor lying down the previous night, in a state
‘of lasitude ocoasioned by the exorsions, the wearniness and
the enevevating heat, and toil of the precoveding day. Then

on awaking, truly this fresh air indeed truly appears 10 -
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bring health, vigouxr, strength, ﬁower. I an aware that this
nay appear ﬁritg and commonvlace as i1t is £0 overy wheley
“but doubly trebly so on the prairie, where pfobably t@ere
is neinhex-ﬁiasma or other foulness for so many Miles,

Small Gam;'%hen hunger

' On leaving the Buffalo range, our rabions being exhaﬁsted,
(a8 we had on starting but sufficient for 48 days and we
had already heen out more thaa that bime) ouxr only resource
béing whatever of small game we could procure, This for
gome time was abundant, Deer Antelope; possums, TCOONE,
wild turkey; being the principals, Persons who only know
oivillzed 1ife may think 1t was fine living. Venlson,éur&oy
otc, but deer neat ov turkey meab without brea@gvggetdbleg,
pance o condiments of any kind emcept Salt {(we were
pPortunata to have plenty of thai) is not very high living
'but we had Natufes sauce Hunger. With this kind of subsist-
ance we conaldered oursslves in luck, until crossing a apo®
of wild barren rocrg ground uhe?e no game could live, we
Jikewise had 1o suffer hunger ulthaut anyﬁalng to relleve
1%. The poor horses already much reduced, having nothlang to
guboint on but by browsing on a shori, sorubby,unheal thy

bush, the only thing that could grow thers, Dut ag this was




“happening %o a Mule of the Waggon itsam S0 that we could

v, Gme

on our return (there had been serious talk of some acoident

have a feast bf Hule meat)‘when after 3 day fasting, we
came across & frontier village of the creek indlan Hation,
the_ petty chief of which supplied us with the best he had,
-corﬁ neal and Bacon, refusing to take any payment, Sayiﬁg,
that we were welcome as famished sitrangers, that when he or
any ofrhis people vigited any of the Ports, thal they ﬁad
plenty of meat given to them, by thelr White brothers, hg
seemed to think that this payment offered to him was fronm
our ovm pockets, and that the food given ai the foris was
the #1ft of the person handing it to thems They did noth
appear to lmow it was a provision of the Government, Tﬁe
rest of %ﬁe-journey'heing through the Crock Hation we wore

well provided Tow.

Ve arrived at Fori Gibson after o journey of 93 days,havihg

aecomplisheﬁ the purpose for which we wers sent,protected
the traders, and discoversd, and laid down, the exact
Latitude, and Longlitude, of this Salt Rock, we being the
first White Men ‘that had ever seen ii, our route was troced
on the Haps as Captain’ﬁoona‘a route of 1843,'The rock is

now a noted land mark,




obscure the view to leeward, every living being in
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Thé’Husic of the Prairie
Although the prairies are lonely and destitufe_of fized
inhabitants they are not silen% except when covexed with
snow, Myriads of insects among the grass cacn humming or
ginging in whatever mamner nature has provided fbr them,
There is & continual concert of insect voices always lively
but very monotonous, But it is not all serenity or pleasuwe

on the prairies, it has its unpleasauniness and dangoers as well
3 ) &

the

Prajrie on Pir
is one of these dangers, the imagination nay conoeive what
mast be its horrors, The long grass for wany Miles of aréa;
burning end spreading with rapiddlfy accowding to_tbs
vialence of the wiad, sometimes outstripping the Tastest
animais, £11ling the air with smoke so dense as o completoly
consternation and terror, The only safety being the chance
of any river or oreck, ihat they can cross and that tho fire

cannot. Watbter courses boing the only horricre to tis progreoss

 many are drowvned in attempting to cross, human beings mofe

than wildanimals, for L4 is a strange but certain fact, that

of all living beings, the human is the least expert in
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swimning, bub ﬁhen the fire approaches a seitlement, ox o
sqﬁatﬁer farn, itris then fyat although less grand, 1t is
infinitely wors disasterous. The log oablin, the fences,
éll ihe poof people‘possesé, and themssolves if they areo
not very active, are in danger to avold this if they have
timey they set fire to the grass immediétely avound thelr
house, little by little, keeping the fire woll undex control
4o avoid danger from that of thelr owm making, this clearing
s bare space around, so that the fire from the prairic has
nothing ‘to foeed upon. They call this counteracting the
effeats of £ire by fire; Others will attempt to keep the
£ire from tha_house,:by what they call figh%ing'tﬁe fire,
fha% is with weﬁ.blankets ofvanyfhing.iike; by o smothex
1t by laying these thingé on it, az 1t comes near, and
stomping opon them, but this reﬁﬁireé éo muéh aotivity énd..
severs eoxertion as freguenily o exhaust them, and as 1% is
peldom effectual, they and'gll their surroundings £all to ‘the
fury Qf ﬁhe fire,.ﬁﬁﬁ gréndér~sﬁill is ﬁﬁéﬁ %he ﬁﬂo&é_éfé on
fivre, The sides of the.mountaina, being generally covércd“by 
.Hoodé,'ﬁﬁich vhen the five reaches them, rushing spirally

avound %he $runks of the largest trees, to the bop,involving
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p1l the underbrush, and this extending as far as the sight
can reach, and probably much farthar,’theﬁais the grandeur,
But after the fire is extinguighed, the app;arance of the
desolation 1t has caused is deplorzble, underbrush,foliage,
snall trees, saplings, a1l gone, & deep black groove spirally
surrounding the trunks of the glant trees, blackened ashes
deop on the ground. the Black smoeor leaving its mark on efery
{thing that touches it, I believe 1% exceedsrthe deplorable
appearance of ihe ruins caused by a fire among the hounsss of
.a Citys

a1l Storm

One eveaing in the month of August being then in Latitﬁ&e.35,

the weather having bsen sultry during the dayg‘wa_egcamped.
carly, for us, we had scarce time to pitch the tends, and

picket the horses; when o suddenichange of Hamperature ... . - .
ocoursd, and in a few minutes s tremendous shower of large
pioces of Tce, T cannot call 1% hail, it vag not the pretty
gymetrical, oval shiped pebbles commonly seen aznd called hail,
but large chunks of i&a,'irregular~in-shape, with sharp_poinfs
and edgos, some about % the size of a Man'c closod fist. The

ghow-r laziing 10 or 15 mimnutes accomponied by a sharp Forth




Wost wind, blowing with such .violence, as 10 level the tents -
to the ground, and from the blows of the chunks of Ioey to
causs the horses to breax their lariats, and scatter, but

thess were soon collectsd, ag a well trained horse will nod

go far off, ouly scatter and cun rounl, then veturn when

thelr £fright is over, but the ludicrous appearaise of the ien
waé wlanghable, without exception each Man's face uas bleeding
profusely, ihe sharp points of the piecces of ice cutting into
the gkin of théir cheeks, giving them a goxy appearance but
nors were injurad beyond the blseding. T4 was no doubt the

t5il ond of & tornado some vhere at the Horth but why 1% should
exbend B8O ?ar Sputh as the 35th paralel of Latitude is 2
surprising.

Storms on the prairie are ?epy frequenty and such sioims, ﬁhey

they wonld cmuse the hair to stand on end (4f it did not as

the Sailors say, blow it off) and the heart fo quake, of any

person who is only acquainted with clvilized Uinds,

The freshets in the rivers, and sireams, aro Bométimes

dangerons, but as a general thing more troublesore than

dnagerons, often causing delays most vegations, as very often -
there was no sliernative bui to wallt unil the flood subsides,

T Lave seen the Arkansas River, at a place where it was a
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Mile wide, rise 16 foet in one summers night,
The appesrance of Animals in their natural wildness, iz so
much preferable to seeing them pent up in cages in a
meragerie or even in a Zoological Garden; hoere you sce fhem
as matura made them thelr motions are more gréceful, thelir
colour more bright, but keep your distance from some of
thoey, the Panther, called here Pointer, Deoawrs, black and
brown, Grey Wolves from the Hountalns are daﬁgercus.ﬂoyote
or pﬁairi@ wolves, and an%elope, on the plains the Dser and
chaneleons, wild turkeys, sgquirrrels, racoon, opposum in
the Hoods, Prairie fowls, Wild Swans,Pelicans, sandhi}i_
' Cranes,‘?arakeets with their sharp shrill shrick as theg.
risézaad fly in_flookﬁ'fcr refuge in tho trees; on the
approach of Han, |
Praivic ﬁolvés, will not atbck a lMan, or any bsash that iz
.larger than thenselves, unless 1t 1s wounded, crippled, ox
in some Way disabled, and they ave in great numbers. I
once sav a whole flock of theim, aboub 30, in pursalt of a
desr who could oﬁly uee 3 iegs,rtha Ether beiﬁg I suppose
Abroken, likely by a shot; they vere mnning 44 down, DBub
wonderful ﬁas our exeaption from the bHites of snakesg or

solsonous inssshg, 50 much as we were oxposed Lo them, bub
5 it ’
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this was owing to the judicionsg able and advice @f Captaiﬁ .
. Boone, he being sé woll acguainted to their hablts, their
places oF resért, their modes of attack, elc., The most to be
dreade& were Rattle snakes an@ Centipedes of reptiles, and
Tarantular Spidersiqf insects, One day on the Harch, I
being of the rear guard, ihe Hain body halted as was usual
if convenient for a Hidday rest, we of the guard being some
distance in the vear, were surprised at seeing a greab
flashing of Sabres among the Main bodzmy, on coming up to them
we gscertained thét they had dismounted in & spot where the
 ground was very much coversd with Tocks, betiresn the drees,
1t was a complete den of rattle snakes, bub the Hen had
become by practice expert in a method -to thelr-defence; bub

to the pnakes great destruction, by having the sabre sﬁarpened

abou£ 6 inches from the péin%, anﬁ knowing that thé sngée .
cannot advancse more than his own length at o time, in naking
his atback the snake,éoils ﬁiméeif, ﬁis £§éd in tﬁevcentre, |
then wrising up o its full helght like a stlok on end, throws
himgelf towards the object of atiack, which,i% bités if”it |
ptrikes, which 1s not always the case, bub 1If it &pes bite it
~ 4p deadmly polsonous, as there is no known remedy 1o be

depended upon,
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As the pnake rises from hix ocoils upright, the Man standing
off ot a distance more than the leagth of the snake, which
fhe length of his Arm and.of the sabre, enables him to dé,
by a dexterous horizontal out with the ahgrpenéd point of
the pubre, decapitate his snakeship, should be‘miss'and fail
the snake cannot renew the atdack, until it has recoilod
himself again, and by another rise and throw, advance himself,
This appears sBbrange, as waen cvetreating, as 1% will on the
appro#ch of Hen, if not attacked or hurt by him, B8O a8 to
become enraged, he moves off by ithe the mame motion as other
snakes, They are caliedlfha ébét ﬁagnanimoué of éﬁiﬁa}s, a3
they never attack Hﬁthouﬁh being first atiacked, bub tuis
often happons by accident, for Instance a person might'ﬁfaad
upqn'oﬁe withcut_éeeimg it, as iﬁ_léyg-in the gross, and -
never atbacks without giving warming hy lts rattles inwthis
we mst have killed many hun&reds,
The éentipade, 100 legs ag 1ts name implies, 18 a vef§ deadly
Venomous reptile; which it 18 needful to avoid, but the

connection of its name, with the number of dis legs, is not

 very acourate, L do not think it is exactly 100, the number -

of logs appear to he according to the size of the animal,
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Their bodles are from & 1o 10 inches long, legs % inch the
whole length of the way, the larger ones having more legs
than the smaller ones, The whole of the under pﬁf%rdf the
body being éll short legs, whicﬁ tﬁey nove ﬁith great
rapidity, but being of a bright Scarlett colour, they are
" easily seen, as they approach, which rendérs them less
dgngerous.
But ﬁhat gave us much trouble, except mosqultor, wero the
woodticks, which not dangerous wers veﬁy annoying, littlo
ingects that would adhere to us, in passing through the
vood, and in some insidious mannex inset thenselves through
 the oﬁen spaces of our clbthing, and per.ebrato his hééd~inﬁb
the skin, leaving the rest of hhelr body outsxde, thers
remain and suck blooa, Lntll they beoame 1n1¢area ‘o 3 or 4
times their size, then the outer part would fall off, leaving
the head imbedded in the skin of the person,; then the polson
injected wonld inflame the Fflesh, and cause a very unpleasant
-itching sensation for several days, This though not dangexvousn
“ﬁés very %roublesowa, : .
At the Hoxth Vest partloularly, axre to b found a small
animal called the prairie dog, which in fact are not dogs at

all but a species of Marmot, who burrow into the ground, each
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8 hole for himself; leaving a kind of méund of the earth dug
out, at the mouth of the hole, upon which they sit as if
watohlng, whenever they are not feedlng on the grass ‘
surroundlng them, but on. the aeproach of any object, be it
Han or beast, they immediately 20ll off, plunge 1nto thalr
caviuy, and disappear g0 rapidly that the gight of them is
about all we could obtain. After eating off all the grasa
of herbare on one spot, they emigrate in a body to another
leav1ng uheir dog town ag 1t is called in search of pastures
“‘new, The deserted dogtown is very dangorons to travellers,
 and. their horses, as the holes or cavities belng st11) openy
the horses are apt to tread into them,ithus brea& or gprain
Vtheir lévs ox othéfﬁisé injure_%hemselves, it ié'said'thét '
_they will not llve in ocaptivity, that if caught and caged
they fret an&_mope and soon die, but we never god a chance
to verify this as we could never catch one allve or if we
aid we could not have kept it, one or two havoe boen Shot
“but that appeared'cruel. They looked so innocant'and BO
preﬁﬁy but thelr meat was very delicious.

One of the most pleasant of our Jjournsys wes into ;e 2as,1d
being in the month oflﬂctober, when frults of all kinds are

in thelir prime, and the weather as good a9 could be desirved,




w25~
fo¥ October is the finest month of the year in this olimate,
Captain Boone was ordersd to take 40 of hls company and
proceed to the falls of the Brassos in western Texas, theie
to join a similar force of Texans, for the purpese of
protection a Commission jolntly of United States, and Tezan
governments, in holding a councll with The Comanohees, in
order to form a treaty with them, bafore starting Captin
Boone expressed his opinion that it would be a Journsy to
0o purpose, as the Comanchees unlike thegeneralityof Inlians,
are know to be so faithless in thelr prqmises and net to bé
velled upon, the general character of the Indion beinga that
although individually the greatest liare possidle, yebt thelr
solemn word given in council g dimplicitly cagriea out,
Captain Boone said the Comanchees would not'ba'théfe; as
their word is not 40 be depended upon, and ﬁis prediotion
yroved.to'be correct, 5ut it was to us a journey of pleasuré,
ofossing the Arkansas river, striking the deep fork of the
Canadian river, following its course up its stream, then
crogsing the country to the Bashita zivef, down which fo iis
Junction with red rlver then crbssing Red river into Texas,
then over the country crossing Trinity wiver, then over.the

country until we struck the Brassos river,'up that oiver to
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the falls, whoro the councll was proposed 0 he haﬁd, éiriving
there one day pefore the aiipulated time, waited thers 14 | o
days, but as Captaln Boone had thought, no Comanchees camé

therey we then returned having aocomplshéd nothing, but givigg

to us sbout 30 days of the most pleasant and agreeablé Jannta

The coqntry aftor crossing Red river, boing at thié time éf

thoe yeaw of cxoeeding heautys the ground covered with fall
prowers of the most govgeoud colours, much purpassing that

porth of that civer, which 1 had pefore thought to be jinpossibloes
14 vas indesd HUCprise; npon surprise, and its fuitfuliness was
equal to 1tE beanty, There 18 in the southern part of whgt isg
now Kansas, & river the namne of which, at the time of which 1

gpeak, Was pronounced by the white people who knew if, Hary de

W2

Yeen, but as 14 vag spelt on the laps ox charisy in A or
different ways, 80 88 to causs many digputes among us, ag to tha'
pfoper pronunoiation of; or the derivation of lis namé, we had
arong us a Lonslana prenchnan of pretty jntelligent gbilitles,
who once in sromsing 1%, sosing the surface nearly covered with
Wila Swans, cxolaimed T know it mow, it 1s Mer do Uygne, Sea of
Syans, whether ho Was correct in his conjeoture ip gome waal

donbtful, bub 5% might be 80. Thig couniry having been formally
$

yraversed by Canadian Voyagewlsy Lyappers, mnterss and such
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like, they in thelr corrupt french gave names tolﬂoun%ains,

snd streams, so muddled up between Indianvdialecﬁ, and french
patois, as to rsndér them at the present time alnost
unpronounceablé.

Jin will Ki1l

6n our.way veturning through Pexas, one evening- we encamped near
a settieﬁent, just began to be formed,; composed of a few famiiies
of sguatters, vhom we found in great consternation on account of
a Murdsr that had bsen committed the @ay before, 2 of thea had
quarrelled, one had beaten out the brains of the other, with a
fonce rail, being beyond jurisdiction or at least the power of
the law, no judges, no Sherrifs , no constables, althouéh all.»
deplqred ity none were %iiling; or perhaés Learful to_interfaré
none havigg authority, o they had to as %hey called it,"Led

1% Siide", The Murdersr rcmaining unmolested among them, They in
telling ug of it, for they were too much exeited to keep it o
| themselves, remarked how sorry they were for both, Hurdarer and
Victin, that Jim the oulprit was a first rate fellow, having
but one slight fault, that was, "That he would XKi117, the vietim
- was a stranger to the resty; orx I suppose, had he =ny relations ,
among them, that,that relation would have conside?ed it his duty
to have Shot Jim, then Jims fiiends would have Shot him and so
on to the extermination of all the Men of the wealtest side

But Jinm would Xill
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The Comanchees were at this time, the most wild, the mosy

fierce, and the most uncontrolable, of all the Indlan tribes,

‘refusing all attempts to clvilze, or even to moderate them,

indulging in thelr own unconstrained freedom, going wherse

_ they liked, and when they liked, scouring the wilds free and

untrammeled, as 1t was difflonli to oabch them oxcept in small
numbers, who pleading that as fthey were no% chiefls, they could
no#-make tfeaties, and that they could not contol the others
to come to a council with us, in this way they cnaningly
avoidsd any Census bheing taken of thep, forx they had an objeot
in keeping us ignerant of thelr numbers, They exaggerating it -
inersdibily, asrﬁheyrthoug§t to intimidate thg_U}S._byntheir,
pretended Multiplicity one instance of thelx duplicilty, was

in thelr £ailing fo meet the Joint Commission, at the falls

of the Bragsos, They lived as best ﬁhéy could, daﬁchiﬁg wild

 horses almost zhenever they liked, they seldom,or never, it

mighf be.said, Halked, Théy required no gaddles or harneos
makers among them; with a singlg thong of raw hidghfrom their
hand and {ied to {he horses iip, they vers eqﬁiyt,rgo saddloe,
or atirrups, and ag horsemen none could exceed them, They had
o practloe of laying themselves {lai én the ﬁacks of the hofse,

so ag not to be seen by their enemies on approaching, in faot
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hiding themgelves by the hdrse, or what was more skillfull siill,
in order %o avoid the arrows ox bullets of thelr aéséiléhts;

would lay themselves paralell with the sides of the morse the

‘opposite mlde to their enemics, m making a rampart of the poor -

"

horses body %o’ save themselves; 1f the hor 8 was kllled he could B
easily lasso another wild one, thelr method of'this wag very
gimple, but requireﬁ.much exporitness, by a slight of hand they
aftor the horse is lassoed, cause a ]oop of the 13990 to twine
around the wild horses feeb, which throws him down, they then.

mount bim, geot him up, brealk him, by widing him until from sheer

weakness the horse falls, then he is conquered,

The following incldent occurred at Port uibsan in 1843

A party of Delavare Indians brought to the Forbt a vhite boy,

whlch they gald they had obtained Lyrom the Comanbheea, the boy
bemng held as o prigsoner by them, in exchange for a horse whlch
they ?a}ued at A0 dollars, and knowing th%t the government of
+he U,5, were willing té redeen any Hhite person held by Indians,
and pay a Ransom for thelr release,lﬁhey had ziven the horse for
the boy9 and brought him to che Port, denmanding 40 dollara To T
poimburse them for fheir borse, It might be so , but none of us
belicved it, Of hwat use was a horae to_them, who had 5o many of

their own, or could caltch as many Wild ones as they could wish
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we thought the probability to be, %that they had had an
‘encounter with them the Comanchees, and had taken the boy
from them, but in whatever way they got him, 1t was well
ﬁo get the boy even by the sacrifice of 40 dollaﬁé which
was paid to %them, The Commanders of Posis, being allowed
by ihe Governméﬁt-to paJ relesses mone in such cases,‘
Pbesides 1t achs as an inducement %o the Indians or they
would keep thém more secluded, oo that they could nothe
.féund, and s0 never reclaimed, but the boy was -delivered
to the Authoritics at the Fort, he wag apperently about
10 years old, he had forgotten whatever of Fnglish he
might have ever had known, could only utter soﬁa of the
_Comanches dlalect, mo could not glve any intimation of
his oxigin, ox where he came from, but he Was_unmistgkaply
White, he cried vary much on, the Jelawares leaving hlm, ags
they said he had on leavlng the Com"n hees, buc in & few
days he became reconciled, and commenced lassoing the
washer womens chickens and with a bow and arrow, he,hadi
made, would p“C& of? and kill any particulaw one that was
‘pointed out ito him of the flock. To lasso or H0 shoot with

bow and arrow was all the same to him, he was expert with
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either. We made for him clothes of our old ones, but the o
greatest troﬁble was to got him %o wear 3hoes,_gt last we
got some girls light shoes from the settler store, thus
graduéllj,bringing him éomewhat, into the shape of & 1litile

Christian., He remained at the Yort about 6 months, when

‘an old but very respectable looking Man came, he had heaxd

that a Yhlte boy, taken from the Comanchees was there, and

had cbme to examine, and if found to be the one, that he was -

in search of to claim it. The story he told was, that, 5

years before he had emigrated and settled in Texas with his
son and danghter in law with 2 chijdren a boy and a girl,
that'one nigh% in his abscence their‘ldg cabin was attacked,
gnd burnt by a party of Comanchees who murdered the sonrand
his wife, and carried off the 2 children, That he had sﬁént
more than 2 thirxds of his tiﬁe since then in travelling about
going wherevér ge wdsladviseiwhild gédéa?ch&sa or ﬁo%, in ordér
to £ind the children but without success, He mentioned some
marks that wag upon the bp&y of the boy we hgd._Aﬁt?r mach
consideration, the Commander of the Posty L¥,Co,R,B, Hason

of our regiment, consentsd to give up the boy to ihis person,
although no other evidence could be got at, besides this Nans
assertioans, which were supportea by the Haxks on the bodyythen

occourred more orying and difficulty at his parting with us,
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After more than 4 years and half of this kind of iife9 I begon
40 think that I had enough of i%, and %o wisgh once more to
reside among olvilized people, brick houses, paved streets
lighted by geslight and was glad when my enlistment oxpired,

T was at Port CGibson, when the time arvived, and on the 1lth
of Decembexr 1844, yunctual to the day a full utatemeﬁt of my
accounty wgth the government, having been drawn out aad audité&;
Y wag discharged, The paymééter happening ﬁolﬁs at the Foit atb
- the +tims, I was fortunate in that; as he cashed the duplicates
in full, so I was not compellad‘ot submit to a‘discount,which
T should have had 4o do, had he not been there, A comrade who
éﬁliﬂtea 3 days after me, and of courss dipcharged 3 days after
me, ve agraed $o be still facther companions, and to‘%ravel
togother Rastward, as far as our respectlve ways led, Then the
Cdifficulty presented itself of hoﬁ to get away, by stean boal

. on the river would have been the most convenlent msthod, but
thers had been a great dronght in the Arkansas river, (and
indesd in 211 the rivers having thelr source at the Horth West)
that Steamboats could only ascend it 100 wiles, and the Heosho
river upon which qut Gibson is situated,it emptien in the
Avlzansos, is 700 miles up 3%, so another lund journey was the

. ohly resource, the best way to accomplish this was the nexd
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conslderation to purchase Indian ponice vas one way, but then

on srriving in a more setitled conntry, afler riding them between

3 and 400 miles, they would be so reduced as to be unsaleaﬁle,
without refreshing them by grazing for wesks, ‘The saddles and
bridles would be reduced in value , especially as we should

havo to buy vhere the price was high, and to 5931 where price . o

was low, besides the depreciation of their beling second hand,

44 would almost be a total loss., Theve was o person a whilbe

Han, who having married a Cherokee woman, and was in congequence .

privileged to reside in, and enjoyiall the rights of o Native
cherokoe, in.their Wation, in the right of his wife, He carrying
on the businegs of harness mak'vg, ‘was about to send to Boonavxlls,
on %he Wiss souri, fox stodk for hls $r4&e, he hqd a Wogﬂon cov~red
and on springs and 2 very servieeabls horses, we engaon with him
to carry us there, saying him 8 dollars each, to be sure this was
not much for a rlda of 340 miles, but he had to gend his wagson
anjhow, so thls 16 Qollars was clear gain, but it was not so

cheap to us as the remult proved, The numerous break dowas of

the rickefy old Waggon, which we would have to wssist in repairing
puch as 11t was, binding ite broken parts fogether wlth anything
that came to hadd, hiockory withes belng +the principals, until'we

could come %o a blacksmith Xshop of Wheelwrighte, Walking groent
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part of the way, This delayed us more than doublé the time we
ought to have been, But the amusement and fuan of the jqurney
full compensated us for the dekay. The couniry being too éparda
of populabion for taverns to be establlshed we wers obligod to
put up at night at aay settlers farm we came to, which in some
cases were 17 miles apard, but would willingly entertalin any
passer by, of course 1t was only a log cabin, and the fare,
. yme backwood fare, After 12 days journeying tuus, we arrived
at Boonsville and found the lMissouri river, tv be as low o
the Afkansas; that we hadl loft, HMo boatls running; but a stage
Téute had been i@proviged, and tha% wag our only chances of
proceeding to St.louls, After remaining on 1o resi, we %dok N
passage in ihe mtage, which occupied 2 days and half in the
Journey of 180 miles,rsﬁaﬁed at 3 in the morning of the Zuat |
of Jamary 1845, and put up for the nigh% at 3 otclock in the
-afterndon at Jefferson City, to start at 3 next morning, but
on account as the stage agent said of the driver going'to o
wedding and getting drunk did not start until b so that ve
wore 2 hours behind time; at the places vhers 114 was designed
we should siop for meals, The meals had peen 2 hours walting,
but the journey was continued thisg time though the night. The

“yoad in many places just cul through the primeval forest,
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gltumps of trees left standing, some 2 oi 3 feet high. Mo bridges
over the rivers, of which there were 2 on the ronte, the Gasconade
and the Big Osage, these were crossed by the stage coach ﬁn flat |
boats, Arrived at St, Lonis on the 3xd about noon, remaingd until
the 7th stopping at the City Hotel,(whewe for a joke I reglstored
our names as late of the ﬂ;S.army) My conmpanion going on the 6th
by oteam boat to New Orleans, me to Loumisville Kentucky on the
Tthe On ‘the forenooﬁ of the Tth while sitting in the Cghin of the
wailting fox it o staxri, I_WaS'surprised at seeling Col.Xearnsy

enter the cabin, and seeing me, walking dirscily towardd ne,

‘satuted me, shook hands, and told me, %that having business af the

City Hotel, he had called there, and was informed by ‘the landlerd,
Fx, Loﬁejoyg that 2 gentlemen of his reglment had been stopping
there, that one had gone the day before to New Orléagg, and that
the other gentleman (that was me) had gone that morning on board
the West Wind steamboat, which had not startedryet‘ That he on
looking at the rogister had recognized ,who we ware, and that
ﬁith a smile at the (late of the U.S,arm&) lie had conme o bid me
good bye, asking what I intended dolng in futuve, on me tolling
bhim that I intended, working at my trale, he sald how pleased he
was bo kunow of anyone who had‘besn under his command doing well

on their retuin to civil life, That he was well satisfied with

my conduct, while in the reglment,(he 2id not know everything)
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This I considered a high compliment, for a Colonel then doing
the duty of a General in charge of the Department, to take
the trouble to walk 7 b; 8 blocks through the dlrty streets
and dirﬁief Quays of St. Louls, to bid farewell to a person
who had besen only of the rank and file of hls reginent, It
migt have heen kind feeliﬁgs and not interested motives that
aotuated him, e |

Thus ended my first Campaign




